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Phere was a larze airfield with concrete runways, a-11d build-~
ines, and hangars about 2,500 feet north of the old road leading
north from RUSTAVI (45 25/41° 32'K) (Transcausasus MD) and about

11 miles from RUSTAVI, after the road curves to the west. Balf
e mile towards 7TRTLISI, fsorgian 8SR, was the vilisre of BARTA-
TiULY, extending zlong the Yogi hiver and the road =n¢ bordering on
the Drsyss kolkhoz.

The field was occupled by 50 to 60 planes of different types,
mostly small aircraft with turbo~jet sngines, the remainder four-
encine bombers.

BPescription of aircraft: : .

a. Turbo-jet fighter: Low-wing monoplane, one turbine esach in
mi ale of wings, no propeller, angular win:ss, swept=back, land-
inx mear and. tall wheel retractable, no noss wheel, single
rudder assembly.

b. FPour-ensine bomber: About twice as lorvce aa the turbo-jet
firaters, low-wing monoplane, four in-line engines, single
rucier assembly, nobtlceably hi-h retractable landing gear with
two twin wheels, nose and tsll wheels, strikinecly long full-
view cockrit.

Flvins activity:

a. Turbo-jet fighters performed indivicduel flights.

p. Four-engine bombers flew ir. formstions of 9 - 20 planes. .

a. Keport refers to the airfielé south of SARTICHALA wh.ich was
previously rerortcd under construction.

b. The inform tion on the occupation by jet aircraft and a
unit equipped with four-ensyina bombers requires con
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The reported 3, 300-foot runway 1is considered too short for
Tour-engine boibers snd Jet aircrart.

¢. The Gescription of the Jet fighter type shows considape

able errors in observation due to suveriicial '
<aGe on yides near the field, [ —ores—obacruationa

‘he alrcraft concernea may
a2lso be the 1ight ‘upolev bomber or reconnaissance type,

since individual flirhts were mostly obscrved. The latter
assuaption is sipported by the reported size of the plene
(foureenvine aircraft twice as large as Jjat aircraft). kurther

information is regulred to ildentify the jet alrcraft type.

d. lhe information on Tformation flyin~ with 20 four-ensineg
aircraft acrees with previocus assuantion, accordins to which
the four-enitine alrerafi rezicent is coaposed of three squa-
drons of six airceraft each and one lead flisht.
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